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THE THEME OF HOMELAND AND THE SEARCH FOR ROOTS  
IN B. MANSUROV’S FILM “SULTAN BEIBARS” 

 

Abstract 

The article explores the theme of longing for one’s homeland and the 

search for one’s roots as a key characteristic of the protagonist’s portrayal in 

Bulat Mansurov’s feature film “Sultan Beibars”. In cinema, as in literature, the 

theme of homeland remains one of the most profound and timeless subjects, 

deserving attention and scholarly inquiry. The authors highlight the significance of 

the historical figure Beibars – upon whom the protagonist is modeled – for 

contemporary Kazakhstani culture. 

Key words: theme of homeland, word picture, film review, Sultan Beibars. 
 

1 Introduction 
«Туған жердің қадірін шетте жүрсең білерсің» («When you find yourself in a foreign 

land, you’ll understand how dear your homeland is») – so wisely says a folk proverb. Even if 

everything goes well in a new place, the people are kind, and the landscapes beautiful, a quiet lon-

ging remains in the soul – a yearning for one’s native places: for the smell of home-baked bread, the 

intonation of one’s native speech, the familiar sounds of the street where one grew up. This is preci-

sely the evidence of our deep connection to our roots, to that which makes us who we are. 

The theme of longing for one’s native land is revealed in numerous works from the lyrical 

poems of A. Pushkin, I. Bunin, M. Tsvetaeva, and O. Suleimenov to the profoundly philosophical 

historical prose of A. Alimzhanov, who depicted al-Farabi’s arduous journey of wanderings in his 

novella The Teacher’s Return. This theme is portrayed no less vividly and expressively in Bulat 

Mansurov’s feature film through the character of the protagonist, Beibars – a boy who ended up in a 

foreign land against his will, a Mamluk who became the Sultan of Egypt. 

2 Materials and Methods 
According to A.P. Evgenyeva, a Mamluk was a warrior of the personal guard of the 

Egyptian sultans (recruited from Turkic and Caucasian slaves), who seized power in the mid-13th 

century and ruled until Egypt was conquered by Turkey [1]. 

Baybars (full name: al-Malik az-Zahir Rukn ad-Din Baybars I al-Bunduqdari as-Salih) was a 

Mamluk sultan of Egypt and Syria (1260-1277) of Turkic (Kipchak) origin, a prominent military 

and statesman of medieval Egypt [2]. 

Historians provide sufficient data on Baybars’ political activities in Syria and Egypt; howe-

ver, literary sources offer only fragmentary and contradictory information about his birth, child-
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hood, and the circumstances of his death. Contemporary writers and medieval Arab authors wrote 

about Baybars’ life and political career, including Sirat az-Zahir Baybars («The Life of Az-Zahir 

Baybars») by Muhammad ibn Ali Ibrahim ibn Shaddad al-Halabi (1286) and Ar-Rawda az-Zahira fi 

al-Malik az-Zahir («The Splendid Garden of the Life of al-Malik az-Zahir») by Muhyy ad-Din 

Abdullah ibn Abd az-Zahir ibn Nishwan al-Hazami al-Masri (1292) [2, p. 726]. 

Currently, in Kazakhstan, the name of Sultan Baybars has been given to numerous schools 

and villages; a monument to him stands in the central square of Atyrau; thematic scientific and 

practical events are held at universities and state archives; and during EXPO-2017, the National 

Museum of the Republic of Kazakhstan hosted an exhibition titled «Sultan Baybars and His Era» 

[4-6]. On the occasion of the 800th anniversary celebration, at the instruction of K.-Zh. Tokayev, 

assistance was provided for the restoration of Sultan Baybars’ mosque in Cairo [7]. The Kostanay 

Region is no exception in this regard: in 2024, on the lands of the ancient Desht-i-Kipchak, a me-

morial to Sultan Baybars was unveiled together with the Wall of National Memory. The monument 

is intended to preserve the memory of the great sons of the Kazakh people, including Modu, 

founder of the Xiongnu Empire, and Baybars, leader of the Mamluks, as well as Bauyrzhan Mo-

myshuly, Hero of the Great Patriotic War [8]. 

The release of the feature film Sultan Baybars, produced in 1989 by the USSR film studio 

«Sovexportfilm» in collaboration with the Egyptian studio «Al-Alamiya» played a significant role 

in popularizing the study of this renowned ancestor’s personality and legacy. 

Although the film is a fictional work inspired by Maurice Simashko’s novella «Yemshan», 

and the image of the protagonist – strong, brave, and wise – transcends historical reconstruction, it 

not only encourages viewers to explore the figure of Sultan Baybars but also serves as a truly 

inspiring example. Particularly significant is the inner conflict embodied in this character – the 

coexistence of martial valor and profound longing for his lost homeland – which lends the hero a 

universal, almost archetypal depth. To explore this theme, the study employs descriptive and 

analytical methods, as well as compositional and imagological analysis. 

3-4 Results and Discussion 
The hero’s inner conflict confronts us right from the beginning of the film. Immediately 

after the opening scene, in which a young boy is taken into slavery, the viewer is confronted with a 

sharp contrast: before us stands a mature, experienced ruler surrounded by his entourage – 

Mamluks, just as he once was himself. This technique not only establishes the dramatic foundation 

of the narrative but also underscores the rupture between past and present that lies at the heart of 

Baybars’ character. 

The Sultan is gripped by doubt; rumors reach him of Turfan’s betrayal – his intention to 

secretly give his daughter to the Mongol ruler. This act violates a strict law: only the Sultan himself 

has the right to bestow and accept such “gifts.” During the tense confrontation with the traitor, 

Turfan’s daughter cries out in horror: «Көке!» («Köke!») – addressing her father. This is a Kipchak 

word «…не слово, а крик девочки, показавшийся словом, забилось в груди, сдавило горло» 

(«…not a word, but a girl’s cry that seemed like a word, throbbed in her chest and choked her 

throat»), touched the ruler’s soul and awakened in the Sultan a long-suppressed pain of loss. 

This moment becomes pivotal: for the first time in many years, Baybars encounters a living 

echo of his native tongue – the world from which he was torn as a child. 

«В паутине истин и лжи я не вижу начала своей нити. Куда бы не устремился я – 

всюду пустота, темнота, лабиринт» («In the web of truths and lies, I cannot see the beginning 

of my own thread. Wherever I turn – everywhere there is emptiness, darkness, a labyrinth»), – 

Baybars confides in his trusted shah. These words reveal the hero’s personal crisis: having lost 

connection with his roots, he has been deprived not only of his past but also of a compass in the pre-

sent. His attempts to recover memories of the steppe and his childhood become not mere nostalgia, 

but a painful quest for his very self, for his authentic identity. 
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This inner confusion closely correlates with his external doubts. The Sultan begins to 

suspect that even his closest comrade – Barat – might be a traitor. He mentally returns to the 

moment when Barat’s loyalty may have first cracked. 

Once again, the hero’s reflections turn to one of the film’s central themes—the significance 

of origin and the lost homeland for the Mamluks. A memory brings him back to an episode from the 

past: during one of the battles, while rescuing a friend from captivity, Barat killed a Frank who, in 

his final moment, cried out in Georgian: «Mama!». Since then, as the narration notes, «отдалился 

начальник острова речных мамлюков от речных мамлюков. И сблизился с башенными, 

потому что кавказцами были они» («the commander of the river Mamluks grew distant from the 

river Mamluks and drew closer to the tower Mamluks, for they»), like Barat himself, were 

Caucasians. Yet it is precisely these tower Mamluks – united by common origin and a hidden re-

sentment toward the foreigner on the throne – who have long been plotting to overthrow the Sultan.  

The revelation of the second betrayal finally shatters the Sultan’s inner foundation. In 

despair, he rejects all pleas from his close advisors, who remind him of his glorious victories and 

heroic deeds, and nearly cries out: «Я – мамлюк, чужестранец. Кто я? Откуда? Где страна, 
где мне не скажут, что я чужой?» («I am a Mamluk, a foreigner. Who am I? Where am I from? 

Where is the land where they won’t tell me I’m an outsider?»). 

This monologue becomes the climax. Power, martial valor, political success – all lose 

meaning in the face of the fundamental question: who is he without a homeland? 

Seeking to recall his roots, Baybars travels to the Kipchak colony. Along the way, he seems 

to relive his life anew: before the viewer unfolds the story of the Sultan’s life, from youthful 

enslavement to the pinnacle of power. Yet throughout this arduous journey, a Kipchak song serves 

as a leitmotif, sung sometimes by his family in childhood, sometimes by Kipchak slave women. 

The film repeatedly emphasizes wormwood flowers in scenes connected with Baybars’ 

childhood memories. Wormwood is a particularly vivid symbol for the Kazakh people. This symbol 

features prominently in national literature – from the poetry of Mukhtar Shahanov and Olzhas 

Suleimenov to the prose of Sabit Muratbekov. In his famous work The Bitter Scent of Wormwood, 

wormwood becomes a metaphor for familial memory: the protagonist Ayan’s father’s coat is satu-

rated with this scent, and Ayan himself, raised in an aul, carries within him that same steppe aroma. 

Though unassuming in appearance, wormwood is remembered for its distinctive bitter fragrance, 

perceived as the very scent of the steppe and of home, as it is persistent and, once absorbed into 

clothing, becomes intrinsic to many aul dwellers [9]. 

The film’s circular composition brings the viewer back to the narrative’s starting point – the 

event that first disrupted Baybars’ inner equilibrium: the alleged betrayal by Turfan. Having 

traversed the entire path of reevaluating his life, the Sultan arrives at a poignant and unexpected 

conclusion, even for himself. He realizes that perhaps there was no conspiracy with the Mongol 

khan Berke at all: «Может, и не было заговора у Турфана с монгольским ханом Берке. Турфан 
давно тосковал по родине. Знал Турфан, что Золотая Орда – столица хана Берке – стоит 
там, где его родина. Но сам Турфан не мог покинуть страну Миср. Если это так, то 
прости меня, Турфан. Хотя и с того света ты мне отомстил. Как обломок стрелы торчит 
во мне кипчакское слово “көке”, которое однажды крикнула твоя дочь» («“Perhaps there 

was no conspiracy between Turfan and the Mongol khan Berke. Turfan had long been longing for 

his homeland. Turfan knew that the Golden Horde – the seat of Khan Berke – stood where his 

homeland lay. But Turfan himself could not leave the land of Misr. If this is true, then forgive me, 

Turfan. Though even from beyond the grave, you have taken your revenge on me. Like a splinter of 

an arrow, the Kipchak word «köke» once cried out by your daughter, pierces me still»). 

This monologue completes the hero’s transformation: from a ruler consumed by suspicion 

and anxiety to a man who has attained humility and inner peace. 

The epilogue of the film features a quotation from S. Petőfi: «Моя душа – высокий храм, 

но даже душу тебе, отчизна, отдам и храм разрушу» («My soul is a lofty temple, yet even my 
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soul I would give to you, my homeland, and destroy the temple», which only further emphasizes the 

theme being explored. And ultimately, we see Sultan Baybars as a simple traveler returning to the 

Kipchak lands. 

5 Conclusions 
Thus, in Bulat Mansurov’s feature film, the viewer encounters not merely a historical figure 

– the great commander and sultan – but, above all, a human being deeply reflecting on his fate and, 

in the twilight of his life, reevaluating his path and his connection to lost origins. The theme of 

longing for one’s native land and the importance of ties to one’s roots, which runs through the entire 

film as a unifying thread, proves to be not only characteristic of Sultan Baybars’ era but also highly 

relevant in the modern world. 
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ӘБСАДЫҚ, А.А., СИМОНОВА, А.С. 
Б. МАНСҰРОВТЫҢ «СҰЛТАН БЕЙБАРС» ФИЛЬМІНДЕГІ ОТАН МЕН ТҮБІРІН ІЗДЕУ 

ТАҚЫРЫБЫ 
Мақалада Булат Мансұровтың «Сұлтан Бейбарс» көркем фильміндегі басты кейіпкердің 

портретінің негізгі ерекшеліктерінің бірі ретінде отанға деген қайғы мен өз түбірін іздеу 
тақырыбы зерттеледі. Кинематографта да, әдебиетте де отан тақырыбы — ең жанға жақын 
және мәңгілік тақырыптардың бірі болып қала береді, оған зерттеушілердің назарын аудару 
қажет. Авторлар шығарманың басты кейіпкерінің прототипі болған Бейбарс атақты тарихи 
тұлғаның Қазақстанның қазіргі мәдениеті үшін маңыздылығын атап өтеді. 

Түйінді сөздер: отан тақырыбы, көркем бейне, көркем талдау, Сұлтан Бейбарс. 
 

ӘБСАДЫҚ, А.А., СИМОНОВА, А.С. 
ТЕМА РОДИНЫ И ПОИСКА ИСТОКОВ В ФИЛЬМЕ Б. МАНСУРОВА «СУЛТАН БЕЙБАРС» 
В статье исследуется тема тоски по родине и поиска своих истоков как одной из ключевых 

характеристик портрета главного героя в художественной киноленте Булата Мансурова «Султан 
Бейбарс». В кинематографе, как и в литературе, тема родины остаётся одной из самых 
сокровенных и вечных тем, заслуживающих внимания и исследования. Авторами отмечается 
важность исторической личности Бейбарса, ставшей прототипом главного героя произведения, для 
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современной культуры Казахстана. 
Ключевые слова: тема родины, художественный образ, художественный анализ, Султан 

Бейбарс. 
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АДАМНЫҢ ЖАС ЕРЕКШЕЛІКТЕРІ ТУРАЛЫ БІРЕР СӨЗ  
(Қ.А. Иасауидің «ДИУАНИ ХИКМЕТІ» (АҚЫЛ КІТАБЫ) шығармасы бойынша)  

 

Түйін 

Мақала әдебиетіміздегі сопылық поэзияның өкілі Қожа Ахмет 
Иасауидің «Диуани Хикметінде» қарастырған адамның жас ерекшеліктерін 
қазақтың «Мен» дегізерлік қасиеттері аясында сөз етіледі. Автор, Қожа 
Ахмет Иасауи бабамыз Хикметінде адамның әр кезеңдерін ислам дініндегі 
сопылық ағымның негіздерінен іздесе, ал XVII-XX ғасырда өмір сүрген қазақ-

тың кейбір ақын-жыраулары өмірден көрген-білген, түйген тәжірибелері 
арқылы бағамдағанын алға тартады. Мақала Хикметте көтерілген 
адамның жас ерекшеліктерін негізге алып және оны шартты түрде төрт 
буын (жас жігіт, аға, отағасы, жігіт ағасы) ұрпағының басынан өткен кей-

бір кезеңдерін салыстырмалы түрде XVII-XX ғасырда өмір сүрген қазақтың 
кейбір ақын-жыраулар шығармаларымен байланыстырып қарастырады. 

Ұлы Абай да және XIX-XX ғасырларда өмір сүрген ақын-жыраулар да 
ақын бабамыз Қ.А. Иасауи мұрасымен таныс болса да, қазақ топырағында 
1990 жылдарынан бастап Иасауи іліміне бет бұруы, отандық ғылымда ғы-

лыми құбылысқа айналғаны белгілі. Келешекте қазақтың «МЕН» дегізерлік 
адамгершілік қасиеттерін Иасауитану ілімімен және ақын-жырау жырла-
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